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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to summarize the information presented in the Summit Implementation and Monitoring Charts and highlight some of the activities performed by the members of the Joint Summit Working Group between May and October, 2002. The members of this group are the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
, the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), and the Economic Comission on Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). Also participating in this group are: the World Bank, the Comunidad Andina de Fomento (CAF)
, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) and the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB).

DEMOCRACY

OAS

The Democratic Charter was invoked in response to events taking place on April 11-13, 2002, in Venezuela.  Currently, the OAS, UNDP and the Carter Center - known as Tripartita Nacional - are supporting the political dialogue between all parties in Venezuela. 

While in the Charter has never been formally invoked to address the political crisis in Haiti, it has provided a mechanism for the OAS to use towards a political solution in this country. 

Electoral Processes and Procedures 

OAS

Electoral Observation Missions 

In 2002 the UPD continued strengthening its objective and respond to Summit mandates. Consequently, the UPD has deployed missions to observe presidential elections that took place on May 26, 2002, in Colombia, on June 30, 2002 in Bolivia, and on October 20 in Ecuador. 

Working Session with Political Party Internationals, Foundations and Institutes 

On August 26-27, 2002, a working session was held with political party internationals, foundations and institutes in Santiago, Chile. The meeting took place in the framework of the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties of the OAS Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (OAS/UPD), in collaboration with the Government of Chile. The discussion was focused on strenthening political parties in the hemisphere and identifying means for cooperation among the participants in the Forum with the UPD/OAS in order to consolidate democracy and contribute to the resolution of several political crises in the hemisphere.

Forum participants concluded that it is necesary to strengthen the existing political party structure by embracing change. The Forum analized the OAS areas of action and the potential contributions that the Organization could make with regards to political parties. It was concluded that the issue of political parties could be divided into external factors (electoral systems, party systems, party and campaign financing, among others), and internal factors (transparent management of political parties, participation of women and youth in politics, as well as matters which do not involve ideology or competence between political parties). The importance of periodic meetings was recognized in order to follow up and incorporate new strategies and objectives in favor of reform and modernization of political parties in the hemisphere.

Transparency and Good Governance

OAS

Workshop on Peace-building Practices in Guatemala 
On May 29-31, 2002, a workshop on peace-building experiences in Central America took place in Guatemala. Co-sponsored by the UPD Special Program for the Promotion of Dialogue and Conflict Resolution and the Collaborative for Development Action, Inc. (CDA), this workshop was a part of the Reflecting on Peace-building Practices (RPP) Project and was the first of the series to take place in Latin America. RPP is a collaborative effort of over 100 agencies worldwide that are focused on peace and conflict resolution, and that are seeking to collect, analyze and compare peace programs and interventions in situations of conflict escalation, open conflict and post-conflict reconstruction. 

The IACD is developing government procurement and electronic government programs to support OAS member states in identifying and applying best practices in public sector management. The IACD is assisting the government of Peru in the establishment of a modern system of Internet-based government procurement. Modernization of government procurement makes it possible to save 10% to 30% on the total cost of goods and services, increase the participation of all types of businesses, and strengthen local governments.

CDB

In 2001, as a complement to its corporate strategy and its strategy for poverty reduction in BMCs, a strategy on Good Governance was produced which seeks to promote equitable, efficient and responsible management of public and corporate resources for the benefit of all stakeholders.  CDB will focus its support on the following areas:

· Building capacity for improved tax administration – currently assistance is being provided to 3 Member Countries  of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) in tax reform and extension of assistance to 4 other countries is at the planning stage.

· Developing capacity for improved  Policy Management and Coordination – currently assistance is being provided to 7 OECS Member Countries  to strenthen their capacity to collect and analyse socio-economic data to improve policy analysis and formulation.  This initiative is co-financed with IDB.

· Strengthening Implementation Capacity (especially projects) – CDB has an ongoing training programme  targeted at public officials to improve capacity for project cycle management and macro-economic management.  This is being extended to include various aspects of social analysis and planning

· Establishing adequate legal and Regulatory Frameworks.  A number of initiatives are being supported in this area.  They currently include assistance  in conducting preparatory studies to establishment of a Caribbean Court of justice.  CDB, CIDA, DFID and IDB jointly financed (as part of a report on "Capacity Development: Reform of the Caribbean Justice Sector") a survey of the justice sector in seven BMCs.

Fight Against Corruption

OAS

Second Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-Up Mechanisms for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption

The Second Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-Up Mechanisms for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption took place on May 20 - 24, at the OAS main building in Washington, DC. Experts from the 22 countries that have ratified the Convention and that are members of this Mechanism discussed various subjects that will serve as guidelines for the first round of analysis of the different countries’ situations. First, the countries presented reports on their progress in implementing the Convention. The OAS General Secretariat also presented a report on the dissemination of documents, projects on methodology, a scheme of decisions to be made during the meeting and a work plan for 2002. Furthermore, the Department of Legal Cooperation and Information of the OAS established the Inter-American Anti-corruption Network, a network between experts and the General Secretariat of the OAS where the individuals and institutions that are committed to the fight against corruption can interact virtually.

Finally, the work program for 2002 was approved. It was decided that there would be six meetings during the year, in which four countries would be analyzed per session. The sequence in which countries would be analyzed was established by first accepting volunteers, and then by the date of ratification of the Convention. Each country will be analyzed by two others, and at least one of the countries must have the same judicial tradition as that of the country being analyzed. The selection of the subgroups of analysis was random. The next meeting of the Committee will take place in February of next year at the OAS in Washington, DC.

Anti-Corruption Conference 

On July 22, 2002, the OAS organized an Anti-Corruption Conference in Barbados – the first in a series to be held throughout the Caribbean. The purpose of these meetings is to promote the ratification and implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption by countries that have not already done so. Countries that participated in the conference included Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Suriname. The U.S. State Department’s Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL) financed the conference, with the cooperative support of Barbadian government’s Office of the Attorney General.

Conference against Corruption in Dominican Republic 
On August 30, 2002 the National Conference on Corruption took place in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. The central topic of the event was "Adapting of the Penal Legislation of the Dominican Republic to the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption." The OAS, the Department of Prevention against Administrative Corruption (DEPRECO), the Institutionalization and Justice Foundation (FINJUS), and the Catholic University of the Dominican Republic sponsored the meeting. 

Empowering Local Governments 

VIII Inter American Conference of Mayors and Local Authorities 

The VIII Inter American Conference of Mayors and Authorities took place on June 11-13, 2002 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Miami, Florida. This conference was organized by the Florida International University and sponsored by the government of Miami-Dade County. The theme of the Conference was: "Creating a Secure, Prosper, and Democratic Hemisphere: The Role of Local Governments". The conference deliberated subjects such as the role of local governments in the creation of a prosperous hemisphere, education and training for the strengthening of local governments and the protection of safety in  communities, among others. The conference constitutes a forum for the representatives of local, regional, and national governments, NGO's, institutions and international cooperation agencies and all those interested in the strengthening of local governments in order to share experiences, information, and practices, as well as for discussing common objectives in the promotion of local democratic governments. The IDB and the OAS participated in this conference.

The preparatory meeting for the II Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD) took place in Cancun on September 10-11, 2002. The purpose of this meeting was to analyze the current decentralization process and present strategy and common methodology proposals to produce further progress in the hemisphere through the support mechanisms. The meeting also served as an opportunity to consult with member countries of the Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD) on basic aspects of the next ministerial meeting scheduled foe 2003.  The RIAD was established in the first meeting of ministers and high authorities responsible for decentralization, which took place in La Paz, Bolivia in July, 2001 in fulfillment of the Quebec Summit mandates and OAS General Assembly mandates. 

The meeting was sponsored by the Mexican Government through the National Institute for Federalism and Municipal Development, an institution that currently acts as RIAD's vice-president. It also had the support from the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS. 

HUMAN RIGHTS

OAS

During the most recent visit to Haiti on August 2002, the IACHR once again noted the weakening of the State, the lack of independence of the Judicial System, impunity, the atmosphere of insecurity and the threats that have recently been received. In the case of Venezuela, the IACHR stated that it is fundamental to maintain political debate within the democratic framework.  The Commission will also follow closely the investigation of events that took place in April of 2002, so that they will not be unpunished.

The works done by various Rapporteurs have been extremely valuable to the defense of human rights:

· Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression: During 2002 the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression has worked on a report on Poverty and Freedom of Expression, including the detrimental effect of the lack of access to information on the impoverished sector of society. 

· The Special Rapporteur on Children's Rights has organized, in conjunction with OAS member states and sectors of civil society, several workshops and seminars to publicize the Inter-American system. For instance, on June 19, 2002, the Children's Rapporteur opened a workshop on the role of the Inter-American Human Rights system in promoting and defending the rights of children and youth in Asunción, Paraguay. As a result of the systematization of the IACHR's work in the field of children's rights, a book titled "La infanciua y sus derechos en el sistema interamericano de protección de derechos humanos" was published.

· The Special Rapporteur for Migrant Workers and Members of their Families: In 2002 onsite visits were conducted in Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Mexico.

JUSTICE AND RULE OF LAW
Combating the Drug Problem 

OAS

The Government Group of Experts of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism met for the third and last time before the upcoming Meeting of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Comission (CICAD). The purpose of the meeting of the Group of Experts, which took place on October 7-11 in Washington DC, was to consider the final comments on national reports of OAS member states within the framework of the Drug Control Progress Evaluation. These reports are divided into National Anti-drug strategy, Demand Reduction, Supply Reduction and Control Measures. The next step is the consideration and approval of national reports at the next meeting of CICAD on December 2-6, 2002. 

Regional Cooperation against Drug Trafficking 
On August 27-28, 2002, the White House Office on National Drug Control Policy and the Organization of American States (OAS) sponsored the 2002 Forum on Regional Cooperation Against Drug Trafficking in the Transmitting Area of the East Pacific (EPAC). This forum included the participation of more than sixty delegates from Belize, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, as well as the United States and Colombia. Participants analyzed several issues related to communications, intelligence, information technology, resources and joint operations. 

ECLAC

During the last biennium ECLAC Social Development Division has continued to analyze systematically the social, economic and institutional effects of cultivation, traffic and consumption of drugs, and strategies to confront them. In August 2002, a meeting of national experts –from governmental and non-governmental organizations, academia and research centers–took place in Santiago. The topic of the workshop was “Offer and demand of information for the prevention and control of drugs: an update.” 

In October 2002 a series of articles in the Social Policies of the Social Development Division Series will be published on the topic of “Drug prevention: integral focuses and cultural context to foster good practices.”  These articles will be presented at a meeting of experts on “Prevention of drugs consumption: normative concepts and proposals for good practices.”
CDB

Since 1995, CDB has supported efforts to sensitise public officials in BMCs to the threats from Narco Trafficking to the security of small states; explore suitable responses and produce realistic policies and guidelines in the context of the Region's resources.  It has also been supporting efforts to sensitise bankers and members of the business community to the dangers of "dirty money".  Assistance has been mainly in the form of support for conferences, seminars and studies.

HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

Terrorism
OAS

Member countries worked towards strengthening of mutual confidence and cooperation against terrorism during the General Assembly that took place in Bridgetown, Barbados on June 2-4, 2002. The Inter-American Convention Against Terrorism was approved as a valid instrument to guarantee and protect the population and their democratic institutions through increased cooperation.
CDB

In the wake of the events of September 11, CDB will assist BMCs in strengthening domestic security arrangements.  This will include capital investment projects and provision of equipment and training to enhance the capacity of domestic security services to provide adequate levels of protection for economic activity.  

Strengthening Mutual Confidence 

OAS

The Committee on Hemispheric Security of the OAS has been discussing the multidimensional aspects of security in preparation for the "Special Conference on Security" which will take place in Mexico on May 2003. Among the issues that are being discussed are: concerns of small island states, natural disasters, drug trafficking, bilateral aspects of security, proliferation of small arms, demining activities, transparency in acquisition of conventional weapons, and terrorism, among others.

On September 20th, 2002 the OAS and the IDB held the seminar, “Security and Development: The Challenges in Latin America and the Caribbean.” The purpose of the seminar was to discuss the economic, social and political aspects regarding security. Some of the issues discussed included the high level of macroeconomic vulnerability faced by the region, weakness of democratic institutions, poverty, natural disasters, drug trafficking and terrorism. The discussions reaffirmed that hemispheric security must support the pillars of peace: strong democratic institutions, international cooperation and strong trade relations.

ECLAC

At the request of the Governments of Argentina and Chile, ECLAC prepared a technical study entitled Standardised Methodology for Comparing Defence Spending and Its Applications in Argentina and Chile.  The study proposes a methodology for comparing defence expenditure, taking into account the particular organisational features of the Argentine and Chilean governments, and especially of their armed forces.

Conflict Resolution

OAS

In May 2002, the governments of Belize and Guatemala agreed to wok towards a final solution to their territorial conflict with the collaboration of the good offices of the OAS, through a Panel of Conciliators. The proposed agreement of the conciliators presented to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of each country on September 16, 2002, contain historical, legal, political, and technical considerations. Following two years of development, the proposals for conciliation will finally be subject to popular consultation in both countries. 

CIVIL SOCIETY

OAS

Today the OAS has 50 accredited civil society organizations and continues to incorporate others.  

During the XXXII General Assembly in Bridgetown, Barbados, representatives from civil society and Foreign Ministries of Member States met to discuss the evolving relationship between Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), the Summit of the Americas Process, and the Organization of American States. This dialogue advanced the tradition of civil society participation in OAS activities and special emphasis was placed on the current challenges of the Hemisphere, such as strengthening democracy and defense, and  promotion and preservation of human rights in the region.  

Civil society organization were also part of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture, which took place on July 12-13, 2002, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia. In the framework of this meeting, approximately 20 representatives from civil society and four Ministers of Culture discussed the Plan of Action of Cartagena, especially the sections on cultural diversity and culture and equity. They also defined collaboration strategies in the formulation of politics for the sector. 

The Third Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) adopted CIDS resolution no. 6 which establishes continued support for the Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Decision Making for Sustainable Development (ISP) and requests that the General Secretariat  support member states in their efforts to implement the ISP. To this end, this Unit is:

· Supporting countries in the implementation of the principles of the ISP as a direct response to the mandates from the Santa Cruz Summit.

· Promoting ISP Policy Framework among governments and civil society.

· Incorporating the ISP principles in programs and projects related to sustainable development and integrated management of natural resources.

· Promoting civil society organizations participation in USDE programs, projects, and activities.

CDB

In the Caribbean, Civil society organisations (CSOs) provide services in health, education, welfare, environment protection and many other vital areas of development.  In many areas, they have paved the way for government interventions.  However, many CSOs/NGOs are weak and lack the knowledge and understanding, the management capacity and financial resources to play an effective role in national development or as development partners.  CDB has sought to address these deficiencies by providing grants for capacity building to key CSOs/NGOs whose impacts are Caribbean-wide.  In addition, it has sought to equip CSO/NGOs to deepen the dialogue among the social partners.
TRADE AND FINANCE 

CDB

To date, grants totalling $992,000 have been provided for use by Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery (CRNM) CRNM.  In addition, support is being provided to sectoral bodies to undertake competitive studies and assist with development of industry-based trade positions on the WTO and FTAA negotiations  and the CARICOM single market and economy.
Trade and Investment

FTAA

OAS

The OAS, as a member of the Tripartite Committee, continues to provide technical support to the negotiations to create the Free Trade of the Americas, and has paid special attention to ensuring that the concerns of smaller economies are taken into account. To this end the OAS Trade Unit has held training workshops in several countries. FTAA-related seminars have covered topics such as business facilitation measures, competition policy, dispute settlement, e-commerce, investment, and intellectual property rights. 

IDB

The IDB, as a member of the Tripartite Committee, is providing financial and technical support to the Secretariat of the FTAA on access to markets, agriculture, public procurement and investments, among others. It also supports the administration of customs through technical advice, training and equipment. The Bank also provides financial support to the Chairs of the FTAA. Finally, it provides assistance to the FTAA Administrative Secretariat through financing for a regional technical cooperation project and more direct technical support.

The IDB financed the First Regional Meeting of the Andean Community with civil society for the FTAA process. It also supported technical workshops related to the Hemispheric Database, methodologies of requests/offerings in the areas of access to markets and rules of origin.

ECLAC

ECLAC has contributed to the FTAA process by providing support to the Chair and Administrative Secretariat and granting technical assistance to the Trade Negotiations Committee and the Negotiating Groups on Investment, Services, Subsidies, Antidumping and Compensatory Duties and Competition Policy.  ECLAC is the Tripartite Committee’s leading institution in the Negotiating Group on Competition policy, in the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies and in the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society. It also provides support to the Joint Government-Private Sector Committee of Experts on Electronic Commerce.

The Tripartite Committee (OAS, IDB, ECLAC) supports the Presidency of the FTAA,  the SubCommitte of Budget and Administration of the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC), and the Government of Mexico in the preparations for the moving of the headquartes of the Administrative Secretariat to Mexico in February 2003. On June 20, 2002, the TNC made public in the offcial FTAA website the document “Methods and Modalities of Negotiation” (FTAA.TNC/20) which serves as a guideline for the negotiation groups on how to begin negotiations on market access. 

In order to comply with the mandate that assures complete participation of all countries in the FTAA and taking into consideration the differences in the levels of development and the size of the economies of the hemisphere, the following activities were undertaken:

· OAS, SIECA, Central American Monetary Authority, USAID. “Financial Services and the International Trade Negotiations on Service”.  El Salvador, September 26-27, 2002.

· OAS Trade Unit, CARICOM Ambassadors in Washington, D.C., Caribbean RNM. “The Future of Caribbean Business in the FTAA”.  Howard University, Washington, D.C.  July 13, 2002.

· OAS Trade Unit.  Seminar on Trade: “Challenges on Key Issues for Modern Trade Agreements” (NetAmericas).  Washington, D.C., June 18, 2002.  

· OAS, WTO, Georgetown University. “Advanced Course on Training for Government Officials on Regional and Multilateral Issues related to Trade in the Americas.”  Washington, D.C., June 10-21, 2002.

· Government of Trinidad & Tobago, OAS, ECLAC, IDB. “Conference and Donor Workshop entitled ‘Trade Related Capacity Building: Focus on the Americas’”.  Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago, May 13-14, 2002.

On the other hand, the Trade Unit of the OAS has undertaken the following activities of technical assistance:

· Government of the Dominican Republic, OAS Trade Unit.  Seminar on Services and Investments. Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, August 26-27, 2002. 

· OAS Trade Unit.  “Seminar On Service Trade.”  Asunción, Paraguay, June 24-28, 2002.

The OAS (Trade Unit/SICE) maintains and updates the internal website for the students of the Advanced Course on Trainning of Government Officials on Regional and Multilateral Issues related to Trade for the Americas: The DOHA Program, for the Development and Process of the FTAA, which took place on June 10-21, 20002. This website offers the users the materiail used in previous courses, the lists of participants, the programs of the classes, the lists of the reading materiasl, studies, and presentations.

Ministerial Meeting on Commerce
At the VII Trade Ministerial held November 1 in Quito, Ecuador, Ministers moved the negotiations for the Free Trade Area of the Americas forward with reaffirmation of the commitment to complete the negotiations by January 2005. Ministers also responded to recommendations from civil society and released the second draft of the agreement to the public. The VIII Trade Ministerial is scheduled to be held in Miami in the fourth quarter of next year.
Corporate Social Responsibility

The First Hemispheric Meeting on Corporate Social Responsibility was held in Miami on September 23-24, 2002 in Miami, under the auspices of the OAS, the Inter American Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank, and the government of Canada. The Conference was attended by nearly 500 representatives from the private sector, multilateral institutions, academia, government, civil society and the media. Participants discussed building alliances for local and community economic development with civil society through new philanthropy and volunteerism, the business as a role model for business, the role of supranational organizations, and the media. 

The IDB will elaborate for the end of this year, a book containing the reports of each of the 12 sessions, a bibliographical glossary and a summary of the results of the e-forum that was held previous to the conference.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Telecommunications

"Guayaquil Consensus on Integration, Security and Infrastructure for Development" - Second Meeting of Presidents of South America
On July 26 and 27, 2002, the Second Meeting of Presidents of South America was held in the city of Guayaquil, Ecuador. The "Guayaquil Consensus on Integration, Security and Infrastructure for Development" will take concrete steps towards the physical integration of the continent. The document "Iniciativa para la Integración de la Infraestructura Regional Suramericana" includes proposals such as the construction of road and waterways and announces the creation of a "multimodal Amazonian" axis, which will allow communications between the Pacific and the Atlantic. The multilateral credit agencies such as the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF) have shown great interest in these projects. 
Transport

OAS

Inter-American Port Security Training Program 

The Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) is supporting a set of regional courses on Port Security Training, which have been organized by the U.S. Maritime Administration (MARAD) and financed by the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD). Civil employees from throughout the Americas are asked to participate in these courses, where they will learn about the security of loading, the control of illicit trafficking of drugs in ports, the adequate management of dangerous loads, the prevention of terrorism, stowaways, and other criminal activities that are a serious risk for port operations. On July 22-26, 2002, the first of these courses was offered in Bridgetown, Barbados, for the English-speaking Caribbean region. Additional courses are expected to be held in the Andean region, on August 19-23, 2002, the Southern Cone, in December, 2002, as well as in Central America. 
Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI)

In this period, this iniciative had two meetings of its Executive Committee. The first meeting was held on  May 13-14, 2002, in Brasília, Brazil and the scond one was on October 28-29 in Washington, DC. Theses meetings addressed issues such as: Aviation Safety and Security, Institutional Cooperation, Trade Interchange Routes, Knowledge Networks, and Transportation and the Environment. In the last meeting the Committee began working on the preparations for the next Ministerial meeting which will take place in Mexico in May 2003.
DISASTER MANAGEMENT

OAS

Hemispheric Conference on Vulnerability Reduction to Natural Hazards: Population, Water and Information Networks
On June 12-14, 2002, a Hemispheric Conference on Vulnerability Reduction to Natural Hazards took place in Tampa, Florida, where participants from throughout the hemisphere discussed the issue “Population, Water and Information Networks”. The meeting was dedicated to analyzing natural disasters and their effects on infrastructure, water resources and the population in general. Over the three days, experts on these issues participated in several sessions and panel discussions on such topics as Trade Corridors and Risk Management: an Emerging Agenda in the Americas; Safeguarding Water and Related Natural Resources in a Corridor Context; Business View of Investment in Disaster Reduction through Trade Corridor Development; Public Sector Strategy for Trade Corridor Vulnerability; and Populations and Settlements.
Third Vulnerability Assessment Techniques (VAT III) Workshop as part of the activities of the Inter-American Task Force of the OAS through its Working Group on Mainstreaming Disaster Reduction in Development  (IATF/MDRD)
Programming activities for the workshop to be held in Wildey, St. Michael, Barbados, in December 4-5, 2002 in coordination with NOAA/CSC and CDB. The objective of the workshop is to identify, present and discuss a variety of natural hazard vulnerability assessment methodologies and their applications, and identify gaps in coverage.
Dialogue on Water and Climate on Central America Small Valley Alert and Vulnerability Reduction Program (DWC/SVP) Regional Platform Development (SVP Regional Platform)

The activities started on April 01, 2002 and will last until June 2003. The SVP Regional Platform is one of the Central America Regional Dialogues on Water and Climate implemented by USDE.

Second Hemispheric Conference on Vulnerability Reduction of Trade Corridors to Socio-Natural Disasters (TCC II) 

The TCC II was held in Tampa, Florida, June 12-15, 2002, with the support of the University of South Florida Center for disaster management and Humanitarian Assistance  USF/CDMHA as part of the Training and Research Program on Trade Corridors Development (PROCORREDOR).

OAS/USDE and the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) are jointly executing the Caribbean Hazard Mitigation Capacity Building Programme (CHAMP), a program to assist countries in the Caribbean region with development of comprehensive, national hazard vulnerability reduction policies and programs; and development and implementation of safer building training and certification. The project will build on recent regional experience with development of national policies and plans for comprehensive hazard vulnerability reduction. CHAMP began in June 2002 and is scheduled to be completed in July 2005.

OAS/USDE, with financial support from the World Bank, compiled existing best practices for hazard risk management in the Caribbean and undertook an assessment of actual risk management practices, as measured against these good practices, in the following countries and territories: Antigua and Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. The results of these assessments were used to prepare the document Natural Hazard Risk Management in the Caribbean: Revisiting the Challenge, which was presented and discussed at the 2002 meeting of the Consultative Group for Caribbean Economic Development (CGCED), held in Washington in June 2002.

ECLAC

In May 2002, an updated version of the manual on the evaluation of the socio-economic impact of natural disasters was completed, with the addition of a section on the evaluation of disasters’ environmental impact.  A gender approach was introduced throughout the manual with a methodological chapter highlighting the impact of disasters on women.  

Furthermore, several evaluations where conducted in various countries in the region: Venezuela (1999 floods), Belize (hurricane Keith in 2000), El Salvador (2001 earthquakes), Jamaica (hurricane Michelle in 2001), and Central America (impact of the 2001 drought).  Other technical assistance activities included capacity building for the staff of the Government of Belize and training workshops for the World Bank (Disaster Management Facility), WHO/PAHO, the Asian Disaster Prevention Center (ADPC) with the World Bank, and Central American countries on the subject of the evaluation of the impact of disasters with the pertinent regional institutions (CEPREDENAC, SICA, INCAP and SCAC-IICA).
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

OAS

	Several projects being undertaken at the sub-regional level, working with national institutions in increasing capacity for integrated water resource management and improving environmental management at the national and local level.  OAS/USDE acts as regional executing agency in the implementation of these projects, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and/or the World Bank, and with financing primarily from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF).  These projects include:

· Formulation of a Strategic Action Program for the Integrated Management of Water Resources and the Sustainable Development of the San Juan River Basin and its Coastal Zone (SJRB) Initiated in January 2001, this US$4.0 million 3-year project is being executed by the governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, through MINAE (Ministry of Environment and Energy) and MARENA (Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources ) respectively.

· Implementation of the Strategic Action Programme for the Binational Basin of the Bermejo River.  Project being executed in collaboration with the Governments of Argentina and Bolivia, through the Binational Comission for the Development of the Upper Bermejo and Grande de Tarija River Basins, with a US$11 million financial support from GEF.  

· Project for the Environmental Protection and Sustainable Integrated Management of the Guaraní Aquifer (SAG). The project will be executed with a US$13.4 million grant from the GEF, with additional financing from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the German Geological Survey (BGR) and the Bank Netherlands Water Partnership Program (BNWPP).  OAS/USDE will act as the regional executing agency and the World Bank as the implementing agency for the GEF. 



	· Implementation of Integrated Watershed Management Practices for the Pantanal and Upper Paraguay River Basin.  This US$ 6,615,000 GEF grant will promote sustainable economic and social activities in Pantanal, one of the largest and most biologically diverse wetlands in the world.  The project is being carried out in partnership with the Brazilian National Water Agency (ANA), and it aims to formulate and implement a comprehensive Watershed Management Program for the integrated and sustainable management of the Upper Paraguay River Basin and the Pantanal. 

· Integrated Management of Land-based activities in the San Francisco River Basin. This GEF-funded project (US$ 4,771,000) represents the Latin American demonstration project under the Global Program of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment form Land-based Activities (GPA). 
· Strengthening the Water Resources Sector in Brazil. GS/OAS-Government of Brazil agreemennt initiated in January 2002, brings a total contribution of US$10,5 million from the government of Brazil, to be implemented by USDE during the 2002-2004 period, in collaboration with the National Water Resource Secretariat and the Ministry of Environment of Brazil.



The Inter-American Biodiversity Network (IABIN) project preparation phase is August 2002 to December 2003. Through the IABIN regional initiative, individual countries in the Americas can share resources available for network-building and can more effectively build partnerships among what might otherwise be isolated national implementations.  IABIN is developing a regional consensus on network-wide practices and to ensure that the interoperability within IABIN extends to the other CHM nodes worldwide. The implementation of the project will begin January 2004.

ECLAC
In the framework of the preparatory process to the Johannesburg Summit, ECLAC and UNDP organized a High Level Panel of Financing for Sustainable Development, for which ECLAC prepared a document entitled Financing for sustainable development in Latin America and the Caribbean.  Due to the positive reception of this work and considering the thematic linkage, ECLAC and UNDP organized a similar event during the International Conference on Financing for Development (Monterrey, March 2002). 

One of the main activities of ECLAC in the WSSD was the organization of a parallel activity titled “Financing and Investment for Sustainable Development in Latin America and the Caribbean: Regional Perspectives on the Fulfillment of the Monterrey Consensus and the Plan of Implementation for Johannesburg”.  This parallel event was organized by the Government of Mexico, ECLAC, UNDP, and the Andean Development Corporation (ADC).  Furthermore, ECLAC was involved in those linked to the promotion of the principles of access to information, public participation and justice in environmental matters (parallel event organized by the Economic Commission for Europe) and in the launch of the World Report on the Access Initiative.
CDB

CDB integrates environmental, social and economic concerns into all aspects of its operations to ensure that investment projects and macro-economic policies are environmentally sound.  Assistance is provided, on concessionary terms wherever possible, to finance cost effective projects which directly provide substantial environmental benefits; and for development of national policies and strengthening capacities of institutions concerned with environmental and natural resources management in BMCs.
AGRICULTURE

IICA

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) has shifted the focus of activities, from mainly supplying technical expertise on agriculture to bringing the issues of agricultural, environmnet and rural development to the debate on hemispheric integration and prosperity. In order to achieve this strategic goal, the new administration of the Institute prepared a Plan for the period 2002-2006, which includes concrete cooperation actions in the fields of: (i) Trade and Agribusiness Development; (ii) Sustainable Rural Development; (iii) Agricultural Health and Food Safety; (iv) Technology and Innovation; (v) Education and Training; and, (vi) Information and Communications. 

IICA is consolidating its cooperation with the following regional mechanisms: 

· Regional Council for Agricultural Cooperation in Central America, Panama, Dominican Republic and Mexico (CORECA)

· Central American Agricultural Council (CAC), Southern Agricultural Council (MERCOSUR countries plus Bolivia), and Caribbean Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Agriculture and Rural Life
In the field of science and technology for the development of agriculture and the rural milieu, IICA has collaborated with the Member States in the consolidation of the Regional Forum on Agricultural Research and Technology Development (FORAGRO), for which IICA serves as the Technical Secretariat.  

On June 2, 2002, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) met in Barbados during the XXXII OAS General Assembly and signed an agreement to initiate a cooperation program between the rural and agricultural sectors, in order to fight poverty in the rural areas of the Americas. These institutions also carry out joint actions within the framework of the Summit process, such as information exchange and participation of both organizations in preparatory activities and in the ministerial meetings of health and agriculture and rural life. 

Between July and September 2002, IICA’s cooperation offices in the 34 countries concluded a series of consultations with local public and private authorities on the priorities and expectations for IICA’s cooperation based on national development objectives.

IICA began supporting the participation of key actors in the hemispheric community in  the Plan of Action through the year 2015 for agriculture and rural life in the Americas, which implements the mandates of the Third Summit and the decisions contained in the Ministerial Declaration of Bavaro, as well as generates proposals for the Fourth Summit.
IICA is handling the preparations for the Second Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life, which will be held on November 11-12, 2003, in Panama. This meeting will bring to a close a broad participatory process involving the members of the Community of Agriculture and Rural Life of the Americas. The preparations for the Second Ministerial Meeting began on August 26, 2002, with the approval of Resolution 379 of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA), on the implementation and follow-up to the mandates of the Quebec City Summit and the Ministerial Declaration of Bavaro. 
In October 2002, the Ministers of Agriculture began the process of confirming their respective Ministerial Delegates. The 34 Ministerial Delegates were designated in 2001. Significant progress has already been made in this regard, which shows the interest of the countries in the process of dialogue, consensus-building and the development of a Plan of Action to implement the mandates of the Third Summit and the Declaration of Bavaro for the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas.
CDB

Through a series of rural enterprise development projects in five BMCs, co-financed with the International Fund for Agricultural Development and the BMCs, CDB has provided loans totalling US$15.3 mn. under a programme to promote sustainable improvements in rural life and agriculture by expanding opportunities available to rural households in a gender equitable manner. These projects generally include community development funds to strengthen community-based organizations and develop marketing and small-scale infrastructure that support productive ventures.  They also provide credit funds to households for financing micro-enterprise and income generating activities  and technical assistance for training in agricultural development  and marketing.  Through lines of Credit to financial intermediaries located in BMCs, funds are made available for development of small and medium-scale agriculture.  CDB is also providing financial support for a Regional Transformation Programme for Agriculture, (RTPA) endorsed by Heads of Government of CARICOM, to provide regional support for national programmes to move production and marketing of agricultural products of BMCs to international competitiveness.

LABOR

ECLAC

ECLAC and researchers from nine countries (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Mexico, and Peru) conducted a study entitled Growth, employment and equity: the impact of the economic reforms in Latin America and the Caribbean, which includes a module on the region’s labor markets. What sets this project apart from other comparative studies of economic reforms is that it includes an analysis of desagregation on a regional level, followed by a study of the differences between the countries and the micro-economic behavior of the companies according to size, nature and activity. 

ECLAC has conducted a project entitled Policies to improve the quality, efficiency, and relevance of technical and professional training in Latin America and the Caribbean. This project focused on six of the region’s countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Dominican Republic, Guatemala and Mexico) and was designed to offer policy-makers, employer and worker associations, and individual firms concrete strategies and policy recommendations for vocational training.

With the support and the cooperation of the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), a project on the Institutionalization of the gender perspective at ECLAC and in sectoral ministries was conducted in Argentina, Ecuador and El Salvador.  The second phase of the project will begin shortly.  The project aims to generate more efficient public policies in terms of social and gender equity, in the framework of the different processes affected by globalization.
GROWTH WITH EQUITY

Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI)

The CABEI offers financining for public and private sector programs and projects in Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica in the areas of telecommunication, transport, energy, poverty relief, education, agriculture, and rural development sectors outlined in the Plan of Action. Also, it participates in the Highly Indebted Poor Countries Initiative (HIPC), giving debt relief with internal and external resources of the Republics of Honduras and Nicaragua. On the other hand, it has created a concesional window “Special Fund for the Social Transformation of Central America” (FETS) in order to  provide resources to the elegible countries within the HIPC initiative.

Development Financing

ECLAC

ECLAC actively contributed to the preparatory activities for the International Conference on Financing for Development (Monterrey, Mexico, March 2002).  This included convening the Regional Consultation on Financing for Development held in Bogotá, Colombia on 9-10 November 2000.  Discussions centered on the most relevant aspects to the region, i.e. the systemic aspects and national policies for external crisis prevention and management; access to external financing for development; external constraints and the debt overhang; the decisive role of trade as a factor in financing and national aspects of financing for development. ECLAC presented a document entitled Growth with stability: Financing for development in the new international context.  At the end of the meeting the representatives from the region adopted the Declaration of Bogotá.

ECLAC Division of Production, Productivity and Management is implementing a programme on Small and Medium-size Enterprises with the aim to analyse the dynamics of industrial companies in these categories, propose actions to enhance their competitiveness and to provide technical assistance to national and local authorities, as well as private and academic institutions, to strenghten their capacity for policy formulation and  implementation.
During the International Conference on Financing for Development in Monterrey, ECLAC, UNDP and the Innova Group organized an event on financing sustainable development: “Public-private Association for environmental investment in Latin America and the Caribbean”.

As a follow-up to the Monterrey Conference, in September 2002 (Johannesburg Summit), the UNDP, the Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF), and the Government of Mexico organized an event on “Financing and Investment for the Sustainable Development In Latin America and the Caribbean: Regional Perspectives for the Intstrumentalization of the Monterrey Consensus and the Implementation Plan of Johannesburg”.

CDB 

Poverty Reduction

The CDB approved loans and grants in 2001 for direct poverty reduction interventions in the BMCs for US$45.4 mn.  These resources have been used to finance a wide range of activities in BMCs including interventions in the following four vital areas for achievement of  systematic sustained poverty reduction:

· Poverty Assessments in nine countries, six of which have been completed.  The data and information generated by these assessments are being used to inform the design of national poverty reduction policies, strategies, programmes and projects and other efforts to promote growth with equity.

· Five rural enterprise development projects in five countries, targeted at poor men and women in rural areas where two-thirds of the Region's poor people live.

· Six interventions in basic education reform in five countries which  improve access and quality of education for all children of school age. 

· Six loans (totalling more than US$22 mn) to five countries, to make adequate housing more accessible to low income households.

Growth with Equity

Together with CIDA, IDB, IMF, UK, UNDP, USA, WB and participating beneficiary countries, CDB is providing support for establishment of a Caribbean Regional Technical Assistance Centre to provide TA to the Caribbean Region to improve practices in the area of budget management, tax administration and tax systems, financial sector regulation and supervision and compilation and dissemination of basic social and economic statistics

EDUCATION

Inter-American Committee on Education 

The Follow-Up Group of the Education Chapter of the Summits of the Americas convened in the city of Cancun, Mexico on May 29-30, 2002, to draft a proposal for the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE). The purpose of the CIE is to coordinate the implementation of the Inter-American ministerial dialogue on education matters in order to keep track of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the agreements reached at the Meeting of Ministers of Education. In addition, the CIE would be responsible for identifying multilateral initiatives and helping to implement the Organization of American States’ partnership for development policies in the field of education.

Consultations by Civil Society on Education

The Unit for Social Development and Education has initiated an electronic consultation where civil society organizations can share their perspectives on the role of civil society in educational development. The Unit has invited these civil society organizations to participate in the process, directing them to sign on to the web page www.oas.org/consulta. 

CDB

CDB is committed to providing strong support for basic education, especially for efforts  to improve quality and access and it supports the use of modern technology as a means of achieving greater efficiencies and better learning outcomes.  Since 2000, support for development of tertiary level institutions has intensified to help create a modern labour force with the capacity to support world-class productive enterprises.  Since 2000, loans totalling US$20.3 mn. have been provided to two such projects.
HEALTH

PAHO

26th Pan- American Sanitary Conference 

Health Ministers of the Americas met at the Pan- American Health Organization (PAHO) in Washington D.C. on September 23-27 for the 26th Pan- American Sanitary Conference. Member countries elected Dr. Mirta Roses Periago from Argentina as Director of the Pan American Health Organization. Her five-year term will begin in February 2003. 

During the meeting, the Ministers of Health examined and approved several technical reports and action proposals for the strategic orientations and health issues in the American continent. For instance, they presented the reports “Health in the Americas” and  “Public Health in the Americas”, as well as a quarterly report of the Director and the new strategic plan of the Ofice for the period 2003-2007. 

CDB

CDB has long been active in the health sector, especially in environmental health, through involvement in water and sanitation, financing of community health facilities and TA for improvement in health sector management (including health sector reform).  The focus of its interventions in recent times has been on improving accessibility and quality of health services to poor and vulnerable people. Future assistance to BMCs will be provided within the framework of the Caribbean Cooperation in health adopted by CARICOM Heads in 1999.  Emphasis will be on various aspects of health promotion and disease prevention including reorienting health services; formulating healthy public policy; empowering communities to achieve well-being; creating supportive environments for healthy lifestyles and disease prevention; improving personal health skills; and building multi-sectoral alliances to promote health.

In the area of communicable diseases, CDB has allocated US$5.0 mn. in grant resources to provide assistance to national and regional organisations  involved in the implementation of the Caribbean Regional Strategic Plan for HIV/AIDS.  Support has also been provided for research/surveys on chronic diseases and on health, ageing and well-being of the elderly.
GENDER EQUALITY

OAS/CIM

The recent actions and projects undertaken by CIM in order to comply with the Summit Plan of Action are described below.

Projects

Gender Training within the OAS.  In June 2001, the General Secretariat signed a contract with the Government of Canada for a grant of CAD$500,000 (US$327,328) to provide training for OAS professional staff to mainstream gender in all aspects of OAS programs and policies.  Implementation of this project began in 2001 with the inaugural conference taking place in May, 2002.  Between August 2002 and February 2003, eight courses in English and Spanish on gender mainstreaming will be held at OAS headquarters and in January 2003, two courses, one in English and one in Spanish, will be held for staff away from headquarters. Around 240 officials whose work is connected with project design, execution or evaluation will receive training. The CIM is actively involved in the development of the program and is responsible for its follow-up. A gender analysis module will be developed for the OAS Orientation Course for new staff members.
Violence in the Americas: A Regional Analysis, Including a Review of the Implementation of the “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women.”  

The first phase of the “Violence in the Americas” research project was completed in 2001. Executed jointly with the International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy of Canada (ICCLR) and the United Nations Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD), this project reviews member states’ compliance with the Convention, addressing not only criminal law, procedures, law enforcement, sentencing and corrections, but also health services, social services, victim assistance programs, crime prevention measures, and awareness campaigns that have been introduced in the past five years.  External funding was secured to analyze twenty countries.  Additional funding is required to complete the remaining 14 countries and subsequently publish and disseminate the results.
Sub-regional Meetings of Experts.  With support from UNIFEM, UNDP, CIDA and the Government of Guyana, the CIM convened subregional meetings of experts to present the findings of the Violence project for their review and recommendations.  Four two-day subregional meeting were held in the MERCOSUR, Bolivia and Chile, the Andean countries,  Central America, Mexico and the Dominican Republic and the English speaking Caribbean.

Sub-Regional Secretariats Pro tem on Violence. Through CIM Principal Delgates in Uruguay, Ecuador, Panama and Guyana, the host countries of the aforementioned sub-regional meetings, sub-regional Secretariats Pro tem have been created to function as a mechanism for ongoing and sustained follow-up of the recommendations of subregional meetings. Funding is required to cover the cost of  biennial sub-regional meetings over the next few years, publications and other activities to analyze progress, make policy recommendations and implement next steps.

Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas.  The CIM and the International Human Rights Law Institute of De Paul University have completed Phase I of a hemispheric-wide research project on the Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas. This phase covered Brazil, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, Panamá and the Dominican Republic.  Country reports have been prepared, as well as a general summary that will be presented at the XXXI Assembly of Delegates together with recommendations and measures for action.  Funding was secured from USOAS and USAID. CIM is actively seeking external funding to extend the project to other countries.    

Business Leadership Training Program

The CIM, together with the Young Americans Business Trust (YABT) of the OAS and the Unit for Social Development and Education, developed a business leadership-training program to provide training for microentrepreneurs. The pilot training course took place in Argentina on May, 2001, sponsored by the Office of the Under Secretary for Equal Opportunity of the Government of the Province of Buenos Aires. Participants included young entrepreneurs with small businesses, civil society organizations, and municipal staff working in the areas of production, development of microenterprises and employment.  

Since the Meeting of Ministers held in April, 2000, at the OAS, the CIM has redirected the majority of its efforts to the implementation of the Inter-American Program (IAP) at all levels. It has become the driving force of the Biennial Work Program for 2000-2002.  The Commission redirected the resources of the 2001 Seed Fund towards projects that would be used to primarily implement the IAP. All of the proposed programs and plans described above are integral and key components that will fulfill the objectives of the IAP.
ECLAC

ECLAC has implemented activities geared to the mainstreaming of the gender perspective that include granting technical assistance to sectoral ministries (health, tourism, labor, economy), offices of statistics, and anti-poverty programmes in the region.  Three projects have been implemented: "Institutionalizing the gender perspective in sectoral ministries", "Using gender indicators in public policy making", and "Changes in the pension systems and their impact in overcoming inequalities between men and women".

There have also been activities aimed at the design of tools for public policy making, mainly in the context of the gender indicators projects aforementioned.  Their aim is not limited to the systematization of the statistical information already available but also include the provision of technical assistance to improve the process of recollection, analysis and dissemination of data for the design of gender indicators.  This is a joint effort between the Women and Development Unit and the Statistics and Economic Projection Division of ECLAC.

ECLAC and UNIFEM, with the objective of training economists in the production of public policies with a gender perspective, organized under the auspices of the Chilean National Women Service (SERNAM) an international course on “Linkages between Economics and Gender for the Formulation of Public Policies,” which took place on August 26-30, 2002.  The course analyzed the gender impact of the trade liberalization process and of the current monetary flows, emphasizing political economy’s lack of neutrality and the male bias in the design of taxes and public expenditures.

ECLAC also contributed to a joint effort of the Chilean Ministry of Finance, SERNAM, UNDP, UNIFEM and GTZ directed to present experiences and reflections on challenges and opportunities in the budgetary field in Latin America with respect to gender inequalities –in order to learn about technical analyses and procedures, as well as policy strategies.  This effort materialized in an “International Seminar on Budgets with a Gender Perspective,” which took place on August 26-30, 2002 with the objective of creating proposals and facilitating synergies.
CULTURAL DIVERSITY

OAS

First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Culture

On July 12-13, 2002 the 34 countries of the OAS celebrated the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia,  where the Declaration and Plan of Action of Cartagena de Indias was adopted, placing the cultural sector as the motor for development. 

The main themes of this meeting focused on the relationship between culture and development and on the challenges that cultural diversity presents. In this context, those responsible for culture proposed a series of goals aimed at increasing the number of Americans who have opportunities to develop their creativity in conditions of equality, liberty and dignity, and who have access to the goods and cultural services in an atmosphere of diversity. In this meeting, the present Ministers and High Authorities of Culture of the Americas expressed support for the creation of the Inter-American Commission of Culture, which will promote combined cultural politics for the region. The Cartagena Plan of Action also included a feasibility study on the establishment, within the framework of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, of an Inter-American Cultural Policy Observatory.
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Governmental Meeting of Experts on International Abduction of Minors by one of their Parents 

The Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI) organized a Governmental Meeting of Experts on International Abduction of Minors by one of their Parents which took place in Montevideo, Uruguay on August 12-13, 2002. The purpose of the two-day meeting was to examine the international enforcement of regulatory instruments related to the international abduction of minors by one of their parents, as well as to carry out an analysis of the current status of this phenomenon in the Americas.
77th Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children's Institute

The 77th meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (the IIN, or Instituto Interamericano del Niño) was held May 13-15, 2002 in Washington, D.C. Important steps were taken to promote the success and health of children in the Americas. The meeting included the participation of delegates from Member States and experts on children’s affairs, and was able to utilize information and progress made at the UN Special Session on Children, held on May 8 -10, 2002 in New York City. The main objective of this meeting was to promote a healthier standard of living for the children of the Western Hemisphere while eradicating the most serious of problems many of these children face daily.

Issues addressed included the problems of child labor, sexual exploitation of children and the situation of children living in the street. Importantly, the interconnectedness of these issues was addressed as a focal point for OAS Member States’ efforts as an area in which to facilitate and promote change. In addition to the aforementioned areas of concern, the IIN’s ‘Strategic Plan’ gives priority to combating problems of juvenile drug and alcohol dependencies and in promoting the social and educational integration/inclusion of children with disabilities and handicaps.

At the meeting it was decided that the 78th meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute would be held in Santiago, Chile in March of 2003.
CONECTIVITY

Third Regular Assembly of CITEL 

The Third Regular Assembly of the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) was held on August 12-16, 2002 at the OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. The weeklong meeting engaged countries in a wide-ranging discussion of issues as well as the programming and organization of the work of CITEL for the coming year. Topics on the table included the preparation of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), as well as the establishment of CITEL’s Permanent Consultative Committees. With respect to the Agenda for Connectivity mandated at the Quebec City Summit, countries circulated the document with the Quito Plan of Action, for further consideration. The two documents form the basis for a response by Member States to the mandate on Connectivity from the Quebec City Summit Plan of Action. 

The Assembly also issued the Declaration of Washington, which serves as the guide for  future CITEL endeavors. 

The Assembly was preceeded by the Forum of Senior Telecommunications Officials who discussed critical issues to be addressed by the telecommunications community in the Americas, including the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas, the Quito Action plan, and the WSIS. 

ECLAC

Presently ECLAC is actively contributing to the preparation of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) scheduled for 2003. This includes supporting the government of the Dominican Republic in the organization in May 2003 of a Regional Conference preparatory of the WSIS and in the preparation of a substantive document for the same Conference.  It also includes support to the development of a Regional Network within the framework of the United Nations Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Task Force.
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

OAS
On October 20, the Committee of Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council of the Organization re-elected the Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, Ambassador Eduardo Ferrero Costa, as President of the Working Group. 

Member States approved the Agenda for the meeting of the Working Group on the Fifth Section of the Declaration Project, with special emphasis on the “Traditional forms of property and cultural survival, rights to land and territory”, which will take place on November 7-8, 2002. The Special Session of the Working Group to examine the Declaration Project on the Indigenous Peoples will be held on February 24-28, 2003 in the OAS headquarters, in Washington DC. The President of the Working Group announced contributions that various member states have made to the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration: US$ 5.000 (Brasil), US$ 35.000 (United States), and  a sum to be established (Canada). Also, it has a balance of US$ 15,000 from the past donation of the Government of Finland.

SUMMIT FOLLOW-UP 

This group was initially formed by the OAS, IDB, PAHO, ECLAC, with the participation of the World Bank, IICA, CAF, BCIE and the CDB. This group coordinates the joint work of the institutions.

OAS

Summits of the Americas Secretariat 
The OAS Secretary General signed The Secretary General of the OAS signed, Executive Order No. 02-03<www.oas.org/legal/english/gensec/EXOR0103.doc on May 31, 2002, which strengthens the responsibilities of the Office of Summit Follow Up and confers upon it the title of Secretariat for the Summit Process. Under this new title, the Secretariat will continue to coordinate the implementation of Summit mandates in the OAS and provide continued support to: ministerial and sectoral meetings; the SIRG and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation; and in the preparations for the next Summit of the Americas. At the same time, it will continue to coordinate the participation of civil society in the Summit process and in the OAS.

The Summits Secretariat is also responsible for the coordination of the Joint Summit Working Group. The group consists of the Organization of American States (OAS), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF), Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), and the World Bank. The most important activity of the Group during this reporting period was organizing the first meeting of heads of participating institutions with the purpose of evaluating the coordinated implementation of the Quebec Summit mandates and analize the best way to improve and stregthen this institutional cooperation. As a conclusion of this meeting, a proposal will be prepared on the areas in which the Group could intensify joint efforts. This document will include a methodology proposal for suppot to ministerial meetings. Also, it was decided that  a publication on the status of the mandate implementation from the institution perspective will be published, highlighting joint activities to date. 
Also, the Group published the Official Documents  of the Summit Process from Miami to Quebec. This publication was presented during the OAS General Assembly in June 2002, where the Group met and presented a joint Hemispheric Report.  
Joint Summit working group �OAS-IDB-ECLAC-PAHO-IICA-CABEI-CAF-CDB


Summit of the Americas








� The IDB report is only available in Spanish.


� The CAF report is only available in Spanish.
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