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Situation with brief pertinent analysis:


As of 28 April, more than 1.2 million cases and 68 thousand deaths were reported in the Americas. 

All 54 countries and territories of the Americas have reported cases.

Majority of the new cases continue to be reported from the United States of America, representing approximately 82% of all cases and deaths in the region. 

Other countries reporting significant increases in newly confirmed cases in the last 24 hours are Brazil (6% increase), Peru (9% increase), Canada (3% increase), and Mexico (8% increase).

Twelve countries in the Americas have community transmission: USA, Brazil, Canada, Peru, Ecuador, Mexico, Chile, Dominican Republic, Panama, Colombia, Argentina, and Puerto Rico.

Ecuador …..Recently the total number of reported cases in Ecuador doubled because nearly 11,000 samples pending confirmation tested positive for COVID-19. Number of deaths due to COVID-19 in Ecuador may be several times higher than the number included in the official report.

PAHO member states are participating in several global initiatives, including the Solidarity trial, Access to COVID 19 Tools Accelerator, 

PAHO’s Priority Lines of Action for Response

1. Real-time information, coordination, and response operations

2. Limit human-to-human transmission and prevent transmission amplification events

3. Identify, isolate, and care for patients early

4. Communicate critical risk and event information and counter misinformation

5. Research, Innovation, and Development

As of 17, January, PAHO is implementing its internal emergency procedures at regional and country offices levels, including the appointment of incident management system teams. PAHO provides direct emergency support to Ministries of Health and other national authorities for surveillance, laboratory capacity, support health care services, infection prevention and control, clinical management and risk communication; all aligned with priority lines of action.

The Organization has developed, published, and disseminated evidence-based technical documents to help guide Member States’ strategies and policies to manage this pandemic in their territories. 

PAHO provided direct technical support to all Member States through its Country Offices and deployed missions of experts on: Laboratory training, Clinical Management, Infection Prevention and Control, Surveillance, Reorganization of Health Services, Outbreak investigation and response (including contact tracing and dead body management): 

In addition, PAHO provides regular weekly webinars and distance learning trough the virtual campus on most of these topics.

Our PAHO country teams throughout the region are working side by side with national authorities in the national response to COVID19.

Global Supply Chain for Covid-19

PAHO has been participating in two of the three very important consortia, for diagnostics and protective equipment and is in the process of being formally included in the Global Supply Chain Task Force in order to access supplies and logistics utilizing the-mechanism,  the Strategic Fund of PAHO. 

The Strategic Fund is a regional technical cooperation mechanism for pooled procurement of essential medicines and strategic health supplies. 

The PAHO Strategic Fund has well established communication and procedures with the Ministries of Health, links to the national regulatory agencies and to other national and international relevant stakeholders to facilitate the procurement and prompt customs clearance of health supplies acquired on behalf of countries.

33 Member States in the Americas have signed agreements to use the Strategic Fund, and 12 countries are currently using the fund to access COVID 19 related supplies.

Diagnostic consortiums:

Laboratory PCR Tests and Supplies were procured by PAHO for 36 countries and territories in the Americas. 570,000 for Mesoamerica + Dominican Republic and Cuba, 725,000 for South America, and 225,000 for the Caribbean countries and territories, including CARPHA. This week we shipped 1.5 million tests and will reach 5 million by mid May.

PAHO has being actively participating in this consortium, providing technical inputs on the allocation strategy, along with WHO, Global Fund, UNICEF, CDC Africa among others. 

The Global Fund has been assigned as the only procurement entity to supply Cepheid and Abbot tests, and UNICEF for Roche and Thermo Fisher, for the world.

PAHO Strategic Fund is in the process to be enabled to procure diagnostic tests from these suppliers for our Member States. 

PPEs

To date PAHO has delivered 14 tons of personal protective equipment to 26 countries in 45 shipments and is in the process of procuring additional PPEs for critical response.

PAHO Direct Technical Cooperation on:

Health Systems Strengthening. PAHO published 61 guidance and tools on: reorganization and expansion of health services including medical surge capacity, protection of Healthcare Workers and infection prevention and control (IPC), optimizing clinical management, quality Assurance of the supply chain, medicines and health technologies, and health of the elderly.

PAHO has organized 131 training and virtual briefings on: readiness, IPC, Emergency Medical Teams (EMT), organization of health services, coordination within the teams, monitoring health services essential actions, expansion of health services, hospital readiness, needs estimates (beds, staff-time, PPE, medicines and supplies), surge capacity and EMTs, protection of health workers and IPC, ethics in research, and medicines and other health technologies.

Epidemic Intelligence. PAHO developed 107 Guidance documents and reports on: epidemiological surveillance, case reporting forms, line listing, data dictionary, checklist for risk and impact management, daily situation reports, epidemiological alerts and updates, laboratory biosafety of handling and transportation of specimen, detection and diagnosis of COVID-19 virus, and prioritization of diagnostic Tests.

Provided 28 trainings on Surveillance, data collection, Go.Data, molecular detection of SARS-COV-2 virus, and laboratory networks. 

Public Health Measures. Development of 25 documents and videos and 29 Online training and webinars  on Public Health Measures, Mental Health, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene.

Current Challenges:

The current main challenges on COVID-19 response are:

· Infection Prevention and Control in healthcare settings due to a market failure to produce and distribute Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), 

· Limited testing capacity especially due to low availability of molecular testing that identifies the presence of the virus in the patients. 

· Low availability of hospitalization beds and ICU beds, 

· Many countries confronted with social and economic challenges are seeking to transition from lockdowns and some other social distancing measures. Our teams are collaborating with member states to provide the best evidence based guidelines.

· Intense focus on response to the pandemic has diverted needed resources from other critical health services, including immunization programs.

· Harassment and attacks on health care workers.
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