ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY -  FULFILLMENT OF THE MANDATES

AGREED UPON IN THE PLAN OF ACTION OF THE

THIRD SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
· Combating corruption:

Argentina is a State Party to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (Caracas, 1996).  In this context, it is involved actively in initiatives sponsored by the Organization of American States (OAS) to promote transparency, as well as the follow-up mechanism for implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, created by the Buenos Aires Document (2001).  On August 30, 2002, Argentina submitted to the Technical Secretariat of the Mechanism its responses to the questionnaire of the Committee of Experts on the mechanism for follow-up on implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, which were assessed in January 2003 by the Technical Secretariat for the Mechanism and by the Analytical Subgroup of the Committee of Experts (which in the case of Argentina consisted of experts from Mexico and El Salvador).

· Strengthening of local government:

The Argentine Government is pursuing public policies geared toward strengthening local municipal governments and has participated in activities conducted under the OAS General Secretariat’s “Decentralization and Local Government Cooperation Program”.  Argentina hosted the Subregional Forum on “Decentralization and Local Autonomy:  progress and challenges in the Southern Cone,” which was held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, April 4 and 5, 2002, as part of the cooperation between the Specialized Meeting of MERCOSUR Municipalities and Intendencies (REMI) and the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS General Secretariat.  

· Strengthening human rights systems:

Argentina ratified the Rome Statute in February 2001.  It has been an active promoter of the International Criminal Court, both regionally and internationally.  The Court Prosecutor is an Argentine citizen, whose unanimous election reflected universal consensus on his suitability.  The National Executive has submitted draft legislation to Congress to implement the statute in Argentina's domestic law.

· Migration:

The First South American Conference was held in Buenos Aires, May 18 and 19, 2000.  The Second Conference took place in Chile (April 2 and 3, 2001), and the Third in Ecuador (August 14 through 16, 2002).

Under the auspices of the IOM office, Argentina was the site of a seminar workshop (Argentina-Chile-IOM) in October 2002, on "integration and migration:  elements for a bi-national Argentine-Chilean cooperation and development program” to monitor migration and cooperation between the two countries, especially in the border region.  

· Women’s human rights and gender equality:

Decree 1246/2000 established regulations pursuant to Law 24,012, on the Women’s Quota.  Under this Decree, effective December 2001, women hold more than 30% of the seats in the National Congress.  Argentina also enacted the National Law Creating the National Sexual Health and Responsible Procreation Law No. 25,673/2002.

· Human rights of children and adolescents:

Argentina took an active part in the World Conference in Durban, South Africa.  At the present time, State agencies have teamed up to prepare the National Anti-Discrimination Plan, pursuant to the Durban conference.  The plan contains a specific section on the human rights of children and adolescents, which encourages the signature and/or ratification of the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child concerning the involvement of children in armed conflicts was ratified by Argentina on September 10, 2002.  The Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, which the United Nations General Assembly adopted on May 25, 2000, was signed by Argentina on April 1, 2002.  It is important to note that Article 75 paragraph 22 of the Constitution accords constitutional status to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, among other international instruments.

· Hemispheric security

Argentina participated in the preparatory meetings for the Special Conference on Security and in the Special High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States, held in Barbados in January of this year.

Argentina files annual reports with the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms and the United Nations instrument for reporting military expenditures.  Those reports are sent simultaneously to the OAS.

· Confidence building

Argentina participated in the Meeting of Experts held in Miami in February 2003.  It is already applying most of the measures recommended at that meeting.  Argentina and Chile both asked ECLAC to come up with a Single, Standardized Method for Measuring Defense Expenditures between the two countries, which has become an unprecedented confidence-building measure in the hemisphere.

· Combating terrorism

Argentina introduced a preliminary draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism, then played an active role in preparing the draft Inter-American Convention, and signed that Inter-American Convention on June 3, 2002.

Argentina has signed the twelve international conventions on terrorism and is party to nine of them.  The other three - the International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, the Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf, and the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism - are currently before Congress for approval.

A Financial Intelligence Unit has been created and is being put into operation as a means to devise and exercise additional controls to prevent the funding of terrorist acts and related activities.

Within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Government created a new "Office of the Special Representative for Terrorism and Other Related Crimes” to coordinate policies, measures and actions to comply with resolution 1373 (2001) of the United Nations Security Council and other related resolutions.

· Civil Society:

Argentina actively cultivates the participation of civil society organizations in regional, hemispheric and international forums.  In the case of the OAS, a number of civil society organizations headquartered in Argentina are accredited with the Organization, having been approved under the guidelines established by the Permanent Council for civil society participation in Organization activities (CP/RES. 759/99).  These organizations include the Asociación Conciencia, the MERCOSUR Women’s Forum, the Human Rights and Environment Center (CEDHA) and Little House of Nazareth.  

· Trade, investment and financial stability:

In coordination with its MERCOSUR partners, Argentina took part in the Ministerial Meeting and the meetings of the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) –Isla Margarita, Santo Domingo, Quito and Puebla- where a timetable was established for negotiations on disciplines and market access.  If that timetable is strictly followed, the negotiations process will end in January 2005, and the FTAA Agreement concluded will be consistent with the principles and objectives set out in the San José Ministerial Declaration.

To disseminate information about the FTAA negotiations process, the web page of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship now features the second draft of the FTAA Agreement –in the four official languages- as well as periodically updated information on the negotiations process.

As for the relationship with civil society, the Argentine Foreign Ministry invited the public to submit their contributions regarding the hemispheric negotiation process by way of the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society.  It also created institutional mechanisms for working with various civil society entities:  the International Trade Council, composed of government officials and representatives of business and academic institutions, and the Civil Society Advisory Council, composed of government officials and representatives of business, academic, labor, consumer, and nongovernmental organizations interested in the economic and trade agenda.  In the area of business facilitation measures, Argentina has carried out all the measures approved at the Toronto Ministerial Meeting.

· Transportation

Argentina has been actively involved in technical cooperation activities, within the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the Regional Cooperation Network of South America and Maritime Authorities (ROCCRAM), through participation by Argentine experts in programs for training human resources and improving the maritime legislation of other countries.  Argentina has been working consistently with the IMO to help improve standards for international shipping safety and protection of the marine environment, by giving effective implementation to the recommendations issued by that agency.

· Disaster management:

In keeping with the Quebec mandate, the White Helmets Commission has been working energetically to prevent and mitigate natural disasters.  It organized the seminar entitled “White Helmets: A Regional Humanitarian Force”, in which all the (expanded) MERCOSUR countries participated, and which specifically addressed disaster management issues.  White Helmets also assisted with emergencies in several countries in Central and South America and conducted flood prevention projects (Uruguay/2002 and now El Salvador and Guatemala).  In the period since 2001, the OAS-IDB-White Helmets Fund-Program has been launched, and eight projects are currently underway in natural disaster assistance, reconstruction and rehabilitation.  

· Environmental bases for sustainable development:

In September 2001, Argentina ratified the Kyoto Protocol, thus demonstrating its commitment to the international community’s efforts to fulfill the objectives of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.  The Second National Communication is now being prepared to study the phenomenon, its effects, mitigation and adaptation measures, and vulnerability.  Argentina has taken steps to build capacity and promote the use of clean and renewable energies.  It is also endeavoring to find ways to apply the financial and technology transfer mechanisms provided for by the Kyoto Convention and Protocol in the manner most beneficial to our country, so that we can derive maximum advantage from the carbon market emerging in the context of the clean development mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol.

· Children and youth:

Argentina has worked actively at the inter-American level, taking into account the mandate from the Third Summit of the Americas.  To that end, it sponsored resolutions at the OAS General Assembly proposing that the Inter-American Children’s Institute hold a meeting on the international abduction of children by one of their parents.  That meeting was held in Montevideo in August 2002.  
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