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Canadian National Report: Implementation of the Action Plan of the Quebec City Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo León for the Period July to September 2004

_______________________________________________________________________________

Please note that all financial figures are given in Canadian Dollars.

This report highlights activities during the July to September period and it updates the June 2004 Canadian National Report.
_______________________________________________________________________________
QUÉBEC CITY ACTION PLAN
MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK BETTER

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Electoral Process and Procedures.  Canada provided $30,000 in support to the OAS observation mission of the presidential recall referendum held in Venezuela in August 2004. This allowed experts to be present at all stages of verification and validation of the recall referenda in the country.
Fight Against Corruption. Canada continues to contribute actively to the work of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (IACAC). Canada participated in the first Conference of the State Parties to the Mechanism for Follow-Up of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), held in Washington, D.C. on April 1-2, 2004, as well as at the Conference of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption held in Managua, Nicaragua, 8-9 July 2004. Canada also participated in the Sixth Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism for Follow-up on the Implementation of the IACAC, which was held from July 26 to 30, 2004. 

In March 2004, Canada committed $350,000 to support operational costs of the Follow-up Mechanism over the next two years, and to support the development of a technical co-operation pilot project to facilitate the implementation of the Committee of Expert’s recommendations in the first four reviewed states. Canada through its Human Security Program is providing $50,000 per year until 2005 in order to support the work of the Committee. At the Conference of the States Parties to the IACAC in Managua, Canada’s Head of Delegation, Ambassador Louise Léger, and the OAS Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms gave a presentation on developments in Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters in the framework of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice (REMJA). She also announced the expansion of a secure e-mail system pilot project (widely known as "Groove") which was developed by a Working Group led by Canada. The Managua meeting adopted the Declaration of Managua and the Plan of Action on Concrete Measures to Increase Transparency and Fight Corruption, which includes various measures to increase cooperation in fighting corruption, including the denial of safe haven to corrupt officials and the need to take appropriate steps to trace and identify the proceeds of illegal activities. 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

Migration. Canada and Mexico have initiated a bilateral workplan on migration matters that will increase cooperation in this area.
Canada has provided training in Central America, jointly with the U.S. and Mexico, for "training the trainers" and "consular training" programs that include a basic module on smuggling and trafficking of persons, in co-operation with the UNHCR. These programs will take place in November or December 2004. 

Canada jointly sponsored with Mexico a Seminar on Migration and Health held in October in Guatemala, to increase awareness and knowledge on the issue in North and Central America.
Human Rights of Women. Canada continues to support and promote the work of the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM), in order to position it strategically within the Inter-American system as the primary policy-making body on women's human rights and gender equality. Canada participated in the July 2004 Executive Committee meeting, as well as an experts meeting on violence against women and the Convention of Belem do Para. 
JUSTICE, RULE OF LAW AND SECURITY OF INDIVIDUALS

Independence of the Judiciary. Canada continues to fund $100,000 for the purchase of the Secure e-mail system and training for OAS member states to use the system, which allows for secure and rapid Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters.

Combating the Drug Problem.  Canada remains an active member of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the Organization of American States (OAS). In the context of its one year mandate as Chair of the Commission, (Nov 2003 - Nov 2004), Canada chaired the 35th Regular Session of CICAD, in Washington, D.C., in 2004. In its continued efforts to support CICAD's Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM), the Canadian Government submitted a comprehensive response to the MEM questionnaire, as well as detailed responses to the follow up questions submitted by the group of experts tasked with considering the MEM reports. Canada's commitment to CICAD was also demonstrated by an increase of 40% in its annual financial contribution for the 2004/2005 period, where a significant portion was directed at funding projects and activities related to the MEM process and assisting CICAD members in implementing recommendations elaborated under the MEM. Canada has also actively participated in meetings of CICAD Expert and Working groups, including Maritime Narcotrafficking (where it chaired a sub-group), Money Laundering, and Demand Reduction. During Canada's Chairmanship, Canada co-sponsored three Drug/Organized Crime workshops in the hemisphere, including: Targeting Organized Crime Groups, Witness Protection Programs, and Undercover Operations.

Transnational Organized Crime. The Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission received $25,000 from Canada to improve understanding within the OAS of the annual Cross-Border Crime Forum (CBCF), which was established to improve Canada-U.S. cooperation, as well as improve information sharing between the law enforcement and justice communities.  

Regional Forums for Civil-Military Relations and Defence Policy in Guatemala. Canada provided the Chilean NGO Participa with $27,000 to hold a series of workshop meetings in Guatemala to facilitate inclusive discussion on defence policy and contribute to national reconciliation. These fora will bring together at least 30 leaders of different sectors of civil society and governmental institutions with the goal of generating substantive recommendations for the formulation of National Defence Policy. 

Human Rights and Reform of the National Police Force of Peru. The Government of Canada contributed $90,000 to the Office of the Ombudsman of Peru, to provide human rights education to both the  police and the general public in regions with numerous alleged  human rights abuses and areas with high level migratory traffic.  

Guatemala Crime Scene Investigation Project. Canada provided the Law Courts Education Society of British Columbia a contribution of $50,000 to provide training to police and prosecutors in crime scene investigation techniques with the goal of addressing widespread criminality and impunity in Guatemala. 

HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

Strengthening Mutual Confidence. In August 2004, Canada co-hosted with the Government of Ecuador and the Organization of American States Mine Action Team (AICMA) a regional conference which had as one of its main objectives to further regional preparations for the Nairobi Summit for a Mine Free World, which will take place Kenya Nov 29 – Dec 3 2004. The Quito Conference was also an opportunity for Regional State Parties of the Ottawa Convention to exchange success stories and challenges on the implementation of mine action and transforming the hemisphere into the first mine free region in the world.
Fight Against Terrorism. In collaboration with the International Civil Aviation Organization, $215,000 has been committed by Canada in 2004 to support 13 workshops for Caribbean, Central and South American countries on air security issues. In June 2004, Canada participated in the first terrorist incident simulation in the hemisphere organized by CICTE in Barbados to help Caribbean countries to plan the response and consequence management of such an event. Canada sponsored ($254,000), developed and hosted in cooperation with CICTE, CICAD and the US, a significant OAS Symposium on Border Management in Vancouver from August 30 to September 2, 2004. More than one hundred delegates from across the Americas participated and had the opportunity to share best-practices on cross-border cooperation and security and to discuss the challenges related to the implementation of the international obligations in the area of transportation security, of travel documents and border controls.

Strengthening Democratic Governance of the Security Sector in Latin America. Canada provided a $50,000 contribution to support the United Nations Foundation in an initiative to develop an integrated and comprehensive approach to security sector reform in Latin America. The activities will include an assessment of security sector reform in Latin America, development of a methodology for reporting on military expenditures, creation of an institutional memory on Defence White books in the region, and a project on modernizing the Ministry of Defence, to take place in Honduras. 

CIVIL SOCIETY

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes. Canada has contributed $25,000 to the Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL), for a project whose objective is to strengthen civil society's contribution to the Inter-American System. Canada is also contributing $20,000 to FOCAL for a project which aims at fostering cooperation between civil society and the OAS with regard to application of the Democratic Charter, including the possibility of creating a mechanism for civil society to contribute to the detection of democratic erosion and to work with the OAS and governments to draw attention to this problem and to provide potential solutions.

 

In June 2004, Canada contributed $28,000 to the Institut québecois des hautes études internationales at Laval University for the organization of its first International Summer School on the Americas, which gathered postgraduate students and international experts on the themes of hemispheric cooperation and the future of free trade in the Americas. In October 2004, Canada contributed $5,000 to Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) for the organization of an international conference on memory and the politics of forgiveness, focussing on the issue of racial discrimination in the Americas, with a particular emphasis on indigenous peoples.

TRADE, INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL STABILITY

Trade and Investment. Canada has committed $24 million, in addition to ongoing development assistance, for trade-related technical assistance and capacity building. The aim of this trade-related contribution is to help strengthen the ability of developing countries in the Americas to participate in hemispheric, sub-regional, and bilateral free trade negotiations, and to facilitate their integration into the world economy.
INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

Telecommunications. Canada continued to maintain an active schedule of meetings with incoming delegations from various countries in the region interested in the Canadian Digital Inclusion model, and in Canada's new technologies and expertise in telecommunication policy issues.
Canada participated in the organization and delivery, of the Second of a series of three Regional Workshops on Computers for Schools, one of the key programs of the Canadian Digital Inclusion model, in cooperation with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA). This second workshop focused on the Central American region. There were 38 participants from 8 countries, 5 observers, 3 Canadian and 4 regional facilitators, as well as special guests including the Vice President of Nicaragua and Canada's Ambassador to Costa Rica. The previous workshop was recognized and highly praised as an example of expected deliverables during the last meeting in Ottawa of the Hemispheric Advisory Board (HAB) of the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA).
Canada continued to act as the Official Rapporteur on Connectivity for the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) of the Organization of American States and as Chair and Coordinator of the Inter-Agency Working Group (IAWG) for the implementation of the Summit of the Americas' Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and Plan of Action of Quito 

(ACAPAQ).

Canada strengthened its role as a regional leader in the application of Information and Communication Technologies for Development (ICT4D), stressing the importance of mainstreaming information and communication technologies in National Development plans. It continues to support the design and implementation of integrated Connectivity Agendas or National E-Strategies based on principles of equity, universality and affordability, with an active and on-going participation of the private sector and civil society.

In its role as Chair of the IAWG, Canada has been successful in generating effective dialogue and coordination mechanisms between selected international financing institutions, international organizations and other partners that are designing, funding and implementing National E-Strategies and ICT4D projects in Latin America & the Caribbean.

Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA). ICA continues to implement information and communication technology initiatives for development in Latin America and the Caribbean, always focused on the goal of “Connecting People, Connecting Ideas, Connecting the Americas”.  

In August, in partnership with Fundación Chile, ICA announced the launch of the Latin American Network of Educational Portals, after eleven regional Ministers of Education signed the Santiago Declaration. The initiative serves as a basis for free circulation and sharing of educational information and services produced by participating countries.

A telecentre resource toolkit containing information about Linux and other free Open Source Software solutions for telecentres in Latin America and the Caribbean is now available online.   The kit is part of a larger digital inclusion initiative supported by ICA and IDRC.  

An information and communications technology Project Inventory for Latin America and the Caribbean was also launched online, including over 300 projects from 1996 to the present, in Spanish, English, Portuguese, and French. This database aims to meet the demand for reliable data about the progress of information society. 

ICA supported the Central American Telehealth workshop in Panama and a Health Care Delivery meeting in Washington, to introduce a Web-based platform to health practitioners. The goal is to get buy-in from the practitioners and commitment from the governments to use wireless communications tools in pilot telehealth projects in remote and underserved communities in Central America. The workshop also provided hands-on exploration of online diagnosis and consultations in real time, allowing patients to be treated remotely. 

The E-Government Best Practices Workshop took place in Brasilia in May 2004, attracting 70 government officials from 20 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. This workshop helped to disseminate e-government success stories from the Brazilian federal government, including; best practices in procurement, access to services, taxes, and the social security system. The workshop was supported by ICA, in collaboration with the IACD (OAS) and the Brazilian government.

ICA supported a number of awards for innovative use of information and communications technologies, including the Regional Fund for Digital Innovation in the Americas (FRIDA) and Digital Cities awards. The FRIDA had 12 winning proposals, selected from 122 applications in Latin America and the Caribbean. The “Latin American Award for Digital Cities 2004” went to five winners, selected from 26 cities in 9 countries. The award winning municipalities will receive a week of training from the renowned SmartCommunities and SmartCapital Initiatives of the Canadian Government.

To increase knowledge of ICA and its activities, ICA disseminated information about its work, objectives, and achievements at the OAS General Assembly in Quito, Ecuador, in June. Also, ICA supported and spoke at the Telecommunications Technology Briefing Seminar organized by the Caribbean Telecommunications Union.

The 2004 ICA Caribbean Call for Proposals closed and two projects were selected for funding:

"Caribbean Free Open Source Software - Human Infrastructure and Network Capacity Development", and "Strengthening the Caribbean ICT Stakeholders Virtual Community”.

DISASTER MANAGEMENT
Flood and Hurricane Reconstruction. Canada has provided $12.1 million in total to assist in humanitarian and reconstruction efforts in the Caribbean in the wake of Hurricane Ivan and tropical storm Jeanne, and to provide humanitarian assistance for Haiti.
Reconstruction in response to Hurricane Ivan is aimed at the Eastern Caribbean, primarily Grenada ($4.5 million) and Jamaica ($2 million). The funds will be used for economic reconstruction and agricultural recovery and is in addition to over $2 million already provided for emergency assistance to the people of Grenada, Jamaica, Cuba and other affected countries. 

Canada is also contributing $1 million to the World Food Programme to support operations in Gonaïves and Port-de-Paix, Haiti, the areas hardest hit by the floods caused by tropical storm Jeanne. This commitment for Haiti is on top of Canada's initial $2 million contribution to support immediate relief efforts and is part of the more than $180 million over two years committed to Haiti's reconstruction and development efforts. 

In addition to these commitments, Canada is providing $250,000 to Médecins du Monde Canada for the provision of mobile emergency health, epidemiological surveillance and vaccination clinics to flood affected victims in Gonaïves, Haiti, for a period of three months; $250,000 to the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) to support relief operations in the north-west of Haiti. The Canadian Red Cross has also sent relief supplies to the IFRC, including plastic sheeting, blankets, and high-energy biscuits. These supplies were funded by Canada and have an estimated value of $100,000.
ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Sustainable Development. The Government of Canada is committed to ensuring that Canadians continue to prosper in a free, equal, and healthy society. Sustainable development strategies, submitted to Parliament every three years by 29 federal departments and agencies, function as important tools to guide and communicate some of the ways in which the Government intends to meet this commitment. Each strategy outlines how departments will systematically integrate the principles of sustainable development into their policies, programs, legislation and operations. Through these strategies, the Federal Government is accountable to the Canadians for their decisions and actions.  

Sustainable development principles are currently integrated into many Federal Government actions and initiatives.  Some examples include:
· The Federal House in Order Initiative as the Government of Canada’s plan for reducing greenhouse gas emissions within its own operations.  

· Through the Kimberley Process, Canada has played an international leadership role in improving human rights by developing measures to fight the illicit global trade of rough diamonds used as currency linked to armed conflict.  

· The objective of the Agricultural Policy Framework is for Canada to be the world leader in food safety, innovation and environmentally-responsible production.

Environment and Natural Resource Management. At the Special Summit in Monterrey, leaders noted that ensuring environmental health was an investment for long-term well-being and prosperity. They indicated they were encouraged by the new alliance of Health and Environment Ministers (HEMA) and instructed them to develop a cooperation agenda to prevent and minimize negative impacts on the environment and human health.  Following on a productive information session in Washington in February 2004 to solicit support from international regional cooperation organizations, the HEMA working group (co-chaired by Canada and Argentina) organized a second information session, this time at the regional level, hosted by the Caribbean Environmental Health Institute, in Trinidad and Tobago in June 2004. A date for a second HEMA ministerial meeting has been set for June 16-18, 2005 in Argentina.

Based on the exploratory work conducted under the Hemispheric Alliance of Pollution Prevention (HAP2) under a contribution agreement and with funding from Canada, a formal relationship between the Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention and the Sao Paulo Cleaner Production Roundtable (SPCPRT) is being pursued. Phase I of this new project will strengthen the capacity of the South American partners in sustainable production and consumption by sharing the knowledge and experience of the Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention in information sharing, training and pollution prevention planning. The work will also allow the South American partners to leverage the success of the Canadian Pollution Prevention Roundtable, an existing North American Pollution Prevention Partnership and a newly launched Pollution Prevention World Information Network (P2WIN).

Government of Jamaica Environment Programme tc "Government of Jamaica Environment Programme " \l 5
Canada is providing $150,000 in support to improve environmental capacity to plan and manage human settlements in urban areas and to strengthen the capacity to effectively manage Jamaica’s watersheds. The programme will enable public sector institutions to be more accountable, effective and transparent in the conduct of their governance functions at central, regional and parish levels.

LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT

Canada played a key role in the 13th Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML) in May 2004. As a member of the troika including past, present and future Chairs of the Conference, Canada continues to actively contribute to the process of organizing the 14th IACML meeting to be held in October 2005. Within the Conference process, Canada has continued addressing issues related to globalization that affect employment and labour: 

· Canada is directing, jointly with Mexico and Brazil, a feasibility study into a new system of international collaboration and coordination to strengthen governance in the labour and employment field.
· On September 27, 2004, Canada’s Minister of Labour presented a report to the Ministers of Health of the Americas, at the 45th Directing Council of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), on occupational health and safety activities undertaken under Canada’s leadership of the 12th IACML. This activity reinforced the partnership between the IACML and PAHO, strengthening the ability of the IACML to address occupational health and safety issues, and responded to the direction of the Third Summit of the Americas to improve collaboration and coordination between key international organizations on labour issues.
· Canada sponsored, along with its NAFTA partners, the workshop “Supporting Economic Growth through Effective Employment Services” held on September 29, 2004 in Cancun, Mexico. This workshop was organized by the North American Commission for Labour Cooperation and the Organization of American States (OAS) in the context of the implementation of the plan of action of the 13th IACML.  

EDUCATION
Canada is providing $500,000 to replicate Canada's Computers for Schools Program in countries in the Hemisphere, through the establishment of long-term partnerships between governments, educational institutions, the private sector, NGOs and civil society.

Canada attended meetings of the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Education, where representation is assured through the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada (CMEC). Canada was elected to the Executive Committee in 2003. Through the CMEC, Canadian education officials are engaged in a number of hemispheric projects. Canadian education officials attended meetings from June 29 to July 1, 2004 to contribute to the development of the Program for Regional Education Indicators (PRIE), spearheaded by Mexico. The CMEC is also providing input in the production of a report on "Designing Policies and Strategies for the Prevention of School Failure"; it has participated in a questionnaire on Educational Reporting and has sent representatives to a meeting on Strategies for Teacher Education and Professional Development, in early September 2004. 

HEALTH

Health Canada worked with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to undertake several small-scale projects that are financed through the Canada-PAHO Biennial Program Budget (BPB) funds. The BPB funds enable the mobilization of Canadian health experts to work with countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to improve health conditions. Projects underway for 2004 include the following:

· Assistance with epidemiological surveillance of tuberculosis in Ecuador

· Training of mental health professionals in Grenada and St. Lucia

· Assistance to PAHO on planning/preparations for strategies in response to Millennium Development Goals
· Training on regulation of medical devices in Latin America

· Strengthening of laboratory surveillance on antimicrobial resistance in Latin America with a focus on Chile

· Improvement of oral health in Honduras and Nicaragua

· Strategies to reduce alcohol abuse by indigenous people in Latin America

· Education/training on bioethics and "genomics" in Venezuela

· Strengthening Caribbean response to food-borne diseases - CAREC - Trinidad & Tobago

· Detection of fish related poisoning in Cuba

· Development of policies on long-tern care for the elderly - Argentina, Uruguay and Chile

Combating Hidden Hunger in Latin America. tc "Combating Hidden Hunger in Latin America " \l 5Canada is providing $20 million for a research programme designed to combat hidden hunger in Latin America, resulting in the incorporation into the diet of rural and urban poor of bio-fortified high iron and zinc rice and beans and quality protein maize and beta carotene cassava and sweet potato. In turn, this will contribute to reducing vitamin A and iron and zinc deficiencies that are prevalent in many poor areas of the region.

GENDER EQUALITY
In July and August 2004, Canada funded gender-based analysis training to members of the Ministry of Status of Women and Women’s Rights (MSWWR) in Haiti. The training officer chosen by Haiti had the mandate to:

· Feed the reflection of the cabinet ministers on how to put in place a Division for the Generalized Analysis of Gender.
· Train Ministerial employees in the installation of the Generalized Analysis of Gender approach and to better understand approaches for a systematic integration of male-female social relations into policy and programs.
· To evaluate the training needs of Ministerial employees in the development of gender analysis mechanisms. 

· To participate in the design and implementation of a activities to sensitize both government and civil society organizations to gender issues.

At the end of this project, the trainer will submit a report, including recommendations for future action. 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Canada continues to participate in the OAS negotiations on the Proposed Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including the provision of funding to help broaden the indigenous participation in the negotiations. 

The Government of Canada provided funds to the Assembly of First Nations to attend meetings in Argentina with indigenous and government representatives with the goal of planning the next Indigenous Summit of the Americas.

The Government of Canada presented a sculpture by British Columbia aboriginal artist Susan Point, “The Beaver and the Mink” to the director of the new National Museum of the American Indian. Canada also organized a series of events in the week leading up to the official opening.

CULTURAL DIVERSITY

As First Vice Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), Canada was particularly active in working with its hemispheric partners to prepare for the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture in Mexico City in August 2004. This meeting centred on the role culture plays in social development and economic integration in the hemisphere, and succeeded in adopting a declaration and plan of action. Among the key commitments pledged at the culture ministerial, Canada intends to play a leadership role in promoting job creation in the culture sector in Haiti.

Canada attended the Fourth Summit of Sport Ministers of the Americas in June in Venezuela, where participants reiterated their desire to strengthen regional cooperation in sport as a means of promoting social development. Areas identified for future collaboration include anti-doping, sport participation, physical education and high performance sports.  

Canada continues to support the exchange of information and expertise on sport policies and programming through its bilateral agreements in sport with Brazil. 
DECLARATION OF NUEVO LEON

ECONOMIC GROWTH WITH EQUITY TO REDUCE POVERTY

Canada is contributing $250,000 to a programme designed to improve socio-economic conditions in Haiti and, concurrently, to reinforce the coordinating capacity of Haitian state authorities in the programme.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Trafficking and Sex Trade Workers. Over this reporting period, Canada has supported several initiatives with civil society partners to discuss trafficking and sex trade workers. Canada provided support to the Canadian National Coalition of Experiential Women (CNCEW) to undertake national meetings in June and September to identify key issues for current and former sex trade workers and to develop recommendations for research, policy, program, and legislative change. The key issues of concern, such as health and safety, law reform, public awareness, social injustice, children and youth, were presented to federal government policy-makers at a meeting in September 2004.  

Rehabilitation of Juvenile Delinquents. The Government of Canada is providing the Canadian Centre of International Studies and Cooperation and Guatemala and El Salvador local partners with $50,000 to hold two symposiums to establish best practises on issues of juvenile delinquency and the rehabilitation of young offenders. One symposium will be held in Guatemala City on November 10-11, 2004 and the other will be in San Salvador on December 1-2, 2004. Each symposium will involve participants from government, security forces and civil society, including representatives from communities at risk. Funding for these two events has already largely been disbursed. 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE
Support for the Haitian Minister of Public Safety. Canada is providing $494,000 to the Haitian Minister of Public Safety in order to develop and establish a strategic plan designed to improve the Haitian community police force. The assistance will provide the Minister with the necessary tools to improve governance, and identify the needs and priorities of relevant multilateral and bilateral programmes.

Canada continues to be the coordinator of the Mutual Legal Assistance Working Group at the OAS; this is Canada’s fourth year as coordinator. In concert with its partners, Canada has participated actively in Inter-American meetings of Ministers of Justice (REMJA), including:

· hosting the first OAS experts meeting on Mutual Legal Assistance in Ottawa in 2003;

· creating and coordinating a public web library at the OAS on Mutual Legal Assistance and extradition; 

· developing and subsidizing a secret communicative tool for Mutual Legal Assistance or extradition experts;

· continuing to provide training and material to experts throughout the hemisphere in the exchange of sensitive information.

Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA). Canada is providing $50,000 to the Parliamentary Centre to support the organization of the Plenary Meeting, to hold executive meetings and support the Terrorism and Women Parliamentarian Groups with the goal of improving cooperation and dialogue in the hemisphere.
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