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IV SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
“Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance”
  
November 4-5, 2005
	With the theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas—“Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance” —the government of Argentina intends to give work a central place in the hemispheric agenda.

During the Fourth Summit, the hemisphere’s leaders will define concrete policies and actions “to generate decent employment, within a new paradigm that views economic transformation as having a strong ethical component inherent to the democratic system.”

The meeting of the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, which will be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, will seek to reach consensus on ways to strengthen the democracies of the Western Hemisphere by creating jobs and reducing poverty.
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        Mar del Plata, Argentina

Discussion Issues of the IV Summit


· To make employment a central focus of the hemispheric agenda linked with the principles of liberty, justice, security and social protection.

· Promote policies for the generation of more and better jobs, and the incorporation of the informal sector into the formal economy.  

· Combat inequality, poverty, hunger and discrimination in order to raise people’s standard of living.

· Combat all forms of employment discrimination. 

· Promote the development of innovative capacities and the diffusion of technological advances.

· Promote policies to expand social protections so that all citizens can enjoy access to health services.  

· Guarantee access to basic quality education as a base of knowledge during the working life of employees.

· Expand employment opportunities for everyone, with special attention to vulnerable groups, indigenous peoples, Afro-descendents, people with disabilities, youth and the elderly.

· Promote concrete measures to prevent and eradicate the worst forms of child labor. 

· Protect labor rights for all workers. 
· Develop programs that help labor markets function efficiently and transparently
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