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   SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS 
ACHIEVEMENTS


The Summit of the Americas process has become the compass by which the inter-American system sets its bearings. Since the process began more than a decade ago, it has produced a number of significant achievements: 

· Adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which is now a reference point in the promotion of democratic governance and political stability in the hemisphere.
· Creation of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) to measure progress against illegal drugs and make recommendations on how to improve anti-drug efforts at the national and regional level. 

· Evaluation of the implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, which recommends actions to improve anti-corruption efforts. 

· Negotiation of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, with the participation of indigenous peoples from around the hemisphere and support from the OAS. 

· Institutionalized participation of civil society, giving nongovernmental organizations a voice in the decisions made at the OAS and the Summits. 

· Creation of the Institute for Connectivity of the Americas and implementation of the “Connectivity Agenda for the Americas”, which facilitates hemispheric integration through information and communication technologies.

· Establishment by the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR) of a Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression, which offers better guarantees related to freedom of expression and access to information.

· Greater cooperation against terrorism. Following the attacks of September 11, 2001, the member states adopted the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and have since worked closely together through the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE).

· Adoption in 2003 of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, which established a new, multidimensional approach to hemispheric security. The countries recognized that security must go beyond the traditional military approach to encompass emerging threats such as international terrorism, drug trafficking, money laundering, illegal arms dealing, institutional corruption and organized crime, as well as other problems that endanger human security, such as poverty, disease and natural disasters. 

· Institutionalization of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General, which have strengthened judicial systems in the region and supported the creation of the Justice Studies Center for the Americas (JSCA).

· Creation of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (IPFA), which has carried out programs to promote decentralization and greater citizen participation in government decision-making. 

· Reduction of the cost of antiretroviral treatment for HIV/AIDS and introduction of new technologies in health assistance.

· Since the First Summit of the Americas, the member states have undertaken extensive negotiations—in many cases, at the sub regional level—to bring about greater economic integration. The OAS has worked to help smaller countries develop the capacity they need to negotiate, implement and administer trade agreements, and to take advantage of the benefits offered by freer trade. 

· Definition of 2010 as the year to reach total coverage in elementary education of the region.  
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